HOUSEBREAKING
Housebreaking a puppy is always a major concern, and can be as frustrating to the puppy as it is to you. Keep in mind that your puppy really wants to please you, but he has two handicaps regarding the housebreaking issue. First, he may not initially understand at all what you want, nor that there is anything wrong with doing his business anywhere the urge arises; secondly, young puppies have to go often, and sometimes simply cannot hold it any longer, particularly if diarrhea has set in.  Most of my puppies, raised from 5-8 weeks in my dining room, have developed the instinct to use the paper on the floor to do their business and eventually this newspaper with their scent is transferred outdoors;  but your home is very different and they won't have any idea how to get outside.
Timing is important in housebreaking. When very young, puppies will have to go every couple of hours. Your success in training can be expedited by being attentive during the first few weeks, and always taking him out at the following key times: (1) first thing in the morning, (2) after every nap, (3) after every meal, and (4) last thing at night. If he cries during the night, he may have to go out then also; however, it should not be long before he's sleeping through the night. The more conscientious about watching the puppy during the first several weeks (and trying to avoid accidents), the quicker the entire housebreaking process will progress and the more conscientious he will be.
It may sound silly, but it is a very useful practice to decide on a word to use to refer to the dog doing his business. You may use a word such as "potty", or use your own imagination. Remember though, that it is a word you will oftentimes be using around other people for many years!
Every time you take the puppy out, ask him in a happy voice: "Do you have to go potty?" Whenever possible, don't carry him out ... call him and let him walk to the door so he will learn where the exit is. The next step will be for him to let you know he has to go out by whining or scratching at the door. When at the designated spot, keep nicely repeating, "go potty". Do not distract him from his business by petting him or letting children run around him playing. When he does his business, get real excited and say "good potty, good boy, good potty!" Praise and positive reinforcement go a long way. Pet him, play with him a few moments, and make sure he knows you are very happy. Then take him inside so he understands why he was taken out. The puppy will quickly learn what the word means, and will respond when you ask him if he has to "go out and go potty". This can be invaluable when you travel and must take him out on a leash to a strange area. Instead of standing around for hours waiting, he will understand right away what he is there for.
Scolding a young puppy for a mess that you find after the fact is ineffective. He will not remember what he did wrong and will only be confused. After he is catching on, it can be effective to talk in a low, unhappy voice while cleaning up the accident. If you catch the puppy in the act inside, quickly pick him up, scold him verbally and take him outside. Remember, most breeds are normally sensitive dogs who really want to please. It is not necessary to rub his nose in it, nor to physically reprimand him. Your angry or unhappy voice is normally enough to make him pay attention and feel bad for what he's done. An older puppy or young dog who has not yet caught on may need sharper reprimands, such as a slap on the rump with rolled up newspaper.
